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Citizenship, national identity, and political cultures are three different ways to look at what binds people together. Which one, according to you, gives the most accurate picture of human groups?
There are diverse ways of binding people together. Some of these ways include; citizenship, national identity, and political cultures. Citizenship refers to a relationship that exists between a person and a nation to which the person owes allegiance and they are as well entitled to its safety. Every country determines the circumstances under which it terms an individual its citizen and the circumstances under which the status can be withheld. National identity refers to an individual’s identity or a sense of belongingness to a single or more nation. Political culture is termed as a set of beliefs, attitudes as well as opinions that give direction and meaning to a political process. Also, the pollical culture provides the underlying assumptions and laws that help in governing behavior in the political system. It contains both political ethics and the operating rules of an organization. However, amongst the above three ways of binding people together, political cultures bring the perfect picture for human groups. 
Political culture
Political culture can be described as a state’s political personality in simpler terms. It entails the deep-seated, unshakable political traits that are distinctive of a particular society. Political culture accounts for all the beliefs, attitudes as well as values that individuals in a community possess concerning their political system, together with the typical assumptions concerning the way their government operates. In addition, however, political culture aids in building society and facilitating communication since individuals share an understanding of the way and the reason political events, actions as well as experiences happen in their nation (Kavlin, 2017). 
Political cultures encompass formal laws and customs as well as traditions, which are at times termed as habits of heart, passed from one generation to another. Of course, individuals decide to abide by particular formal laws, like their state’s constitution and codified laws. But, also, they live by unstated rules; for instance, the willingness in the U.S to agree on the results of elections without resorting to fierceness. Therefore, political culture limits tolerable political behavior in a community.  
American political culture
The political culture of the American entails several diverse elements. A number of aspects of culture are abstract, like political values as well as political beliefs. Some other components are noticeable and readily recognizable such as symbols, rituals, folklore as well as traditions. However, these features of political culture generate a feeling of national pride that creates a strong bond between individuals and their states. However, political culture isn’t monolithic. It entails varied subcultures founded on group features like race, originality, and societal circumstances, constituting living in a specific place or a particular part of a state. 
Below is an examination of various aspects of American political culture. 
Beliefs 
These are ideas that people of a particular community hold to be true. Originators of American democracy endorsed liberty, most conspicuously in the constitution and equality, most conspicuously in the declaration of independence. These political theories have been incorporated into the U.S political culture in the central beliefs of individuality and egalitarianism.  Egalitarianism emphasizes the natural fairness of human beings or at least lack of preexisting superiority of a single set of individuals above others. On the other hand, the principle of individuality emphasizes the centrality and dignity of individual persons. It liberates free action and individuals’ capability of taking the initiative in creating their personal lives and those of other people extra well-to-do and satisfying. In keeping with the constitution’s obsession with liberty, the people of the U.S feel that kids ought to be taught to believe that people are able to better themselves via hard work, perseverance, and dependence. Therefore, individuality and egalitarianism beliefs are in close tension with each other. However, for the people of America, this contradiction is resolved by an expectation of equity of opportunities, the belief that every person has equal chances to get to the top in a community. 
Values 
The basis of values is formed by beliefs, which are representative of a community’s shared convictions concerning what is just and reasonable. The people of America claim to be devoted to the core values of individuality as well as egalitarianism. Although, sometimes, there is a severe disconnect amid what Americans are ready to uphold in principle as well as the way they behave in practice. Individuals might say that they at per with the constitutional right to speech but then pull back the moment they face confrontation with a political extremist or a discriminatory talking in public. However, the American central values are bestowed in what is habitually known as the American creed.  This creed composed in 1918 by Henry Sterling Chapin signifies the belief that the U.S is a government by the persons, for the persons and whose just authorities are obtained from the consent of the governed. Founded on the principles of equality, humanity, freedom as well as justice, that state constitutes self-governing nations unified as a perfect union. However, the people of America strongly feel that their state is meant to serve as an ideal example to other countries (Kleppner, 2017). 
Traditions, rituals, and symbols
These are highly noticeable aspects of political culture which are significant features of a state’s identity. Rituals such as humming the national anthem in sports events as well as saluting the flag before the beginning of a school day are ritualistic acts done by the individuals of a state. Some rituals bear essential symbolic and functional purposes; the night after elections is followed by a standard script that terminates with the beaten candidate applauding the opponent on a healthy fought battle and urging backing and unison behind the winner. However, whether they have supported a losing or winning candidate, electorates feel better concerning the results due to this ritual. 
Political traditions are celebrations ad customs passed from one generation to another. They include celebrating the founding of America every 4th of July, which is done through picnics, fireworks, and parades. On the other hand, symbols are the visible objects or logos that stand for a state. The most significant symbol of a nation is the flag, and it takes on enhanced significance, especially when a country is experiencing challenging periods.  
Folklore
Political folklore entails the legends and stories shared by countries. They, in turn, constitute another component of political culture. Individuality and egalitarianism are core themes in the U.S folklore that are useful in reinforcing the state’s values. 
In conclusion, just like Americans, every other race has its political cultures that constitute distinct beliefs, values, symbols, traditions, and symbols. Each of these aspects is unique from one race or society to another. However, this makes people put into diverse groups based on their political culture. Thus, political cultures bring out an accurate picture of human groups.
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